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class struggle. In fact, this was prob- 
ably the most important single source 
of opposition to a standing army in 
the early days, bearing in mind the 
popular Shay’s and Whiskey rebellions. 
That both the poor farmers and the 
urban-planter coalition were conscious 
of the class character of the army is 
more than amply documented. 

Ekirch also demonstrates that from 
their earliest manifestations, in 1828, 
the political and economic labor move- 


ments were vigorous and articulate op- 
ponents of militarist proposals for the 
draft or other service, and opposed de- 
fense budgets, state or federal. Not until 
1916 did they surrender their hitherto 
implacable opposition, when Gompers 
came out for Wilson’s “preparedness.” 

Today, in the author’s view, the de- 
cline in individual liberty due to the 
mounting role of the army in society 
(to mention only one area), is pro- 
ceeding at a vastly accelerated tempo. 





The new role of the United States as 
aspirant to total world power, the per- 
manent war economy, the consequent in- 
crease in persecution of radicals and anti- 
militarists, are all of a piece to him. 

Ekirch’s scrupulous scholarship, his 
determined effort to view Amer.can 
history within the framework of a 
meaningful, naturalistic pattern, ccm- 
mand attention in a period such as 
ours, so rich, above all else, in pure 
apologetics. 
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